FISH MEN.

On taking their leave, one of the men got into his
canoe by leaping overboard while the ship was
going very fast, and the boat paddling hard to
keep up with her. He swam to the canoe, and
rolled himself over the gunwale in a horizontal
position, the people in the boat leaning over the
opposite side to prevent it from upsetting. These
men may truly be called Fishmen, for they appear
almost as independent in the water as the fish who
inhabit it ; they think nothing of having their
canoes upset on the wide ocean, for they can
easily recover its former position, and get the
water out of it when they resume their places. I
was informed they will also attack a shark in the
water without hesitation, and they are very export
in catching almost every description of fish. The
Kroomen stand no chance with them on the water,
and when they happen to encounter each other
in their canoes, the first thing the Fislnneu try to
do is to upset the Krooman's canoe, after which
they are quite at their mercy. They are also
much better seamen, as well as boatmen, yet not-
withstanding this difference of character, they art*
in appearance the same people as the Kroomen,
and a stranger would not know the difference.
Formerly the Fishmen were without the distin-
guishing mark down the forehead, which is now
commonly adopted. Their country, as I have
before remarked, is in the vicinity of Cape Palmas,
and their principal towns are Bafoo, Wapee, Batoo,
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